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“I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing.” (John 15:5)

What is the secret to experiencing
complete joy in your life?  According to
the words of Jesus Christ in John 15, the
answer is by living a life abiding in Him
— the True Vine. This was the focus of
our recent Youth Winter Camp “Abide”
which took place Feburary 26-28 at Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Over the course of the weekend we learned,
as “branches” we are to remain on the True Vine of
Jesus and through this close, loving, and trusting
relationship with Him we are able to bear abundant fruit
(v. 5), experience answered prayer (v. 7), and ultimately
live a life of complete joy (v. 11).

As we assessed our relationship with Jesus, we also
took time to reflect on other areas of our lives which may
be causing conflict, distraction, or difficulty in striving to
remain on the True Vine, such as, social media, friends
and boyfriend/girlfriend relationships, family, schoolwork,
worries about the future, areas of temptation and sin,
etc. In all these things, we were encouraged to seek first
God’s Kingdom and righteousness (Matt. 6:33). And, as
we trust Him with everything in our lives, we are able to
break free from these “competing vines” and experience
the blessings of abiding in Christ. “There are many
‘vines’ and distractions from God that can seem like real
happiness,” commented Amy Baker, 10th grade, who attended
camp for the first time. “But only true happiness can be fulfilled
by God and only Him.”

A total of 73 students and 19 cabin leaders
and staff attended the camp with a whopping
16 students attending for the first time.
Additionally, 2 students made first-time
commitments to follow Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior (Rylie Murakami, 6th grade, and
Monique Jurado, 11th grade). “I really had a
great time,” said Monique as she reflected on
the weekend. “It was my first camp and I’m
really happy that I came because I was able to
learn more about God and that I should abide in him more.”

All glory goes to God for this blessed weekend!  Please keep the
Youth Ministry in prayer as we continually encourage our
students to abide in the True Vine, Jesus Christ.

by Layne Wakuta, Youth Director
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BOARD REPORT
BY JIM KAWASHIMA, MODERATOR

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY

How time flies!  So much is going on in the world, our country and especially in our
church. Of course the biggest news is Pastor Steve's impending retirement and the
formation of a Pastoral Search Committee to find his replacement. We place our faith
in God's hands as He sent Pastor Steve to us and no doubt He will lead another
pastor to our church.

MEETING WITH CORE MINISTRIES ON JANUARY 30

Your Board of Deacons met on January 30 with the Core Ministries leadership. We
opened in prayer and Perry Ishibashi shared a devotional about how although we all
want to be in control of our lives, we are made to be God dependent. We need to be
spiritually poor, and rely on God more. This is totally opposite of what the world
expects. As a disciple of Christ, we need to focus our intentionality, our effort, on
being dependent on God, staying with and following Christ, and becoming more like
Him.

We discussed the continuation of our church theme focusing on evangelism from
2015 to 2016. Pastors Annette and James lead us through an exercise, Character of
the Messenger, to explore how we as individuals and we as the GVBC church family
can become more like Christ. The focus was on comparing and contrasting the
effects, outcomes and repercussions of sharing a two-chapter versus a four-chapter
Gospel.

FINANCIALS

Your Board reviewed, corrected and approved the minutes from the January 5 Board
meeting. We also reviewed and approved the November and December 2015
financial statements. November's net revenue was $11,591; however, year-to-date
was a net expense of $17,264. December's net revenue was $40,397, so our year
ended with a surplus of $23,133. The 2015 financials were also covered at our
Annual Business Meeting on February 21.

NEW MEMBERS APPROVED

Your Board approved the memberships of Alisa Ohara and Akemi Oshima. We
approved the distribution of the net proceeds from the 2016 Golf Tournament
Fundraiser as follows: two-thirds toward Seminarian Scholarships and one-third to the
Friday Food Ministry. We approved the Eagle Scout Service Project Fundraiser to
recoup expenses for the cost of materials to build the two ministry kiosks. The Board
also reviewed and approved Pastor Eiji's proposal for his sabbatical to be taken in
June, July and August. Our church's constitution will be reviewed by Pastor Steve
and key individuals to create a list of areas that should be considered for updates.

FEBRUARY BOARD MEETING

Immediately after the Annual Business Meeting on February 21, your Board met and
voted to wire $34,000 from the GVBC Short Term Mission-Japan Fund to Oasis Life
Care so that they can begin construction of the kitchen and bathroom facilities at
Camp Morigo's Shalom House.

MARCH BOARD MEETING

Since the March Board meeting on March 1 was only eight days after our last
meeting, it was short and to the point. We approved the minutes of the January 30
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meeting as presented and discussed and approved the treasurer’s report given by Silvio Carrera. Our net
revenue for January was $18,869; we reviewed February's income; Nehemiah 5 and redefined the purpose
of the Building Reserve Fund originally established in January 2006.

Your Board reviewed, discussed and voted to update the Pastoral Intern Policy. We approved an extension
of Brian Lo's license for an additional three months. We also approved the three members of the Pastoral
Search Committee representing the Board (Amy Kushigemachi), Personnel Committee (Paul Hirano) and
Pastoral Relations Committee (Eltheia Shiozaki). The Nominating Committee will be meeting very soon to
select and present to the congregation three members-at-large who you will be voting on at a special
business meeting, hopefully in the next few weeks. We will certainly keep you all informed as we move
through our search process.

Until next month, let us continue to practice His presence. God is with us, every minute of every day.

2)
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Friday, March 25

7:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Good Friday Service

Community Hall

Layne Wakuta and Lee Matsunami

Jesus’ Story: His Seven Last Words

The Way of the Cross is a reflection upon the seven last words
given by Jesus Christ while hanging upon the cross. This Good
Friday, we will look at the story of Jesus Christ’s death.

No KidZone. Families encouraged to attend.

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES
Sunday, March 27
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Community Hall
Pastor Steve Langely

Nichigo Easter Service/baptism
11:00 a.m.
Sanctuary
Pastor Eiji Osato

Mary and the Chief Priest’s Story

The end of Matthew puts two stories in tension with each
other. One is given by the angels to the women that Jesus is
risen. The other is given by the chief priests and elders to the
soldiers that Jesus’ dead body was stolen by the disciples.

Refreshments served after each service

Office closed
Monday, March 28

PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, March 20

8:45 & 10:45 a.m.

Both services in the Community Hall

Pastor James Chang will speak on Matthew 26:13: A Woman’s
Story.

This Palm Sunday we look at another response to Jesus in His
last days, one which understands exactly what is about to
happen. As Jesus Christ presses on toward His crucifixion, one
woman wonderfully and prophetically cares for Him by pouring
expensive perfume over His body in preparation for His burial.

Workday
Saturday, March 26, 8:00 a.m., GVBC Campus
We’ll be decorating for Easter Sunday services. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave
when you must.

Thurs., March 24

6:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Potluck & Service

Community Hall

Peter’s Story John 13:9

Pastors Daniel Matsuda and Annette Kakimoto

Please join us for a special, church-wide evening of
eating together, hand washing, a devotional
message, communion, and worship in remembering
Christ’s last meal and evening with His disciples.

Per last name, please bring 6-8 servings of:
A – J: Main dish & salad
K – M: Main dish & side (veggies, pasta,

potatoes or rice dish)
N – Z: Main dish & dessert

Singles can bring one dish (based on above), or pay
$5.00 to order food to supplement the potluck
dishes.

White rice and beverages will be provided. Families
with children are welcome with no childcare.

Please RSVP by Tuesday, March 22.
(Note: Please bring your potluck dishes in
disposable containers. If your container is to be
returned, please label it.)

Pick up a registration flyer on the Narthex counter or
download the form from our website. Click Calendar.
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 THE GETTY CENTER:  Tuesday, April 19,depart from GVBC at 10:30 a.m., return approx. 5:30 p.m. Cost is $99
per person. DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, April 3. Includes tram ride up to the Getty Center, touring the
museum at your own pace, and a family-style lunch at Rusty’s Surf Ranch located on the historic Santa Monica Pier.

 YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK:  Tuesday, May 10 to Thursday, May 12, (3 days/2 nights). Departs from the New
Gardena Hotel at 8:00 a.m. on May 10, returns approx. 6:00 p.m. on May 12. Cost is $565 per person (double), $655
(single), DEADLINE:  Final payment due Sunday, April 3. Two night stay in Tuolomne at the Black Oak Casino
Resort with breakfast each morning, a full day of touring Yosemite National Park and lunch in the park, free time on
your own, motorcoach transportation.

 COLORADO RAILS TOUR:  Tuesday, September 6 to Wednesday, September 14, nine days and 15 meals
included. Depart 6:00 p.m. on September 6 from the New Gardena Hotel, 1641 W. Redondo Beach, Blvd, Gardena.
Return approx. 8:00 p.m. on September 14. Cost is $2,965 per person (double), $3,540 (single), includes all
transfers, gratuities for driver, tour director, roundtrip airfare between LAX and Denver. DEADLINE: final payment
due by Friday, July 1 [make checks payable to GVBC, Colorado Rails in subject line). Experience a Colorado Rocky
Mountain High as you travel on board historic railroads through rugged mountains draped in fall colors. Be
transported back to a Wild West era where mining towns thrived and panning for gold was a way of life. Places you’ll
visit are: the Granada War Relocation Center; Pikes Peak COG Railway & Garden of the Gods; Rio Grande Railway
and Alamosa; Cumbres & Toltec Railroad & Durango; Mesa Verde National Park & Four Corners; Durango &
Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad; and Rocky Mountains National Park.

 CATALINA ISLAND ADVENTURE:  Wednesday, October 19, $154 per person (includes ferry boat fee, motorcoach
transportation and gratuity for the driver), [make checks out to GVBC with Catalina on memo line]. Departs 7:00 a.m.
from GVBC, returns approx. 6:00 p.m. Roundtrip ferry service aboard the Catalina Express. DEADLINE for final
payment is Sunday, September 11. Take a guided scenic tour of Avalon as a guide shares interesting Catalina
Island history and folklore from the comfort of an open-air tram. Free time to explore the waterfront lined with shops
and restaurants. Lunch on your own. Registration forms at the Primetimer’s table in the Courtyard after the worship
services. Contact Richard & Keiko Imatomi or catch them in the Courtyard.

For more info contact Richard & Keiko Imatomi via the church office or after the worship services in the Courtyard. Fliers
and registration forms will be available as each trip draws nearer. Make checks out to Gardena Valley Baptist Church.

2017 PRIMETIMER’S HONSHU HIGHTLIGHTS JAPAN TOUR MARCH 28 — APRIL 7, 2017
LAX Departure: Tuesday, March 28, 2017, LAX Arrival: Friday, April 07, 2017
Cost: $4,598 per person, double/triple occupancy [NOTE:  checks payable to: Japan Deluxe Tours]
Single Supplement add $720
“PAY-IN-FULL” by May 27, 2016 and receive 7% discount. Discount also available for people on the
waiting list.
DEADLINE: Deposit of $200, the Tour Member’s Agreement and Tour Application Form are due by
May 27, 2016. Balance is due Dec. 27, 2016.
To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi
or visit their table in the Courtyard after the worship services.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES

FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to Guido & Jenna [Kawashima] Schmid who were married at GVBC
on Saturday, March 12. Proud family are parents Jim & Karen Kawashima as well as
sister and brother-in-law Craig & Jennell Tanaka. Pastor Steve Langley officiated

Congratulations to Andrew & Bethany [Kishiyama] Ioan on their marriage on March 5. Mom
Janice and brother Brenton gave her away on a beautiful day at the Anaheim Hills
Clubhouse. Pastor Steve officiated the ceremony.

LETTERS TO OUR FAMILY
Dearest GVBC Family, Thank you so much for all your precious prayers over my surgery and radiation
therapy. God's Comfort, Peace and Control over all the details was so evident as a result. All the beautiful
flowers, prayer visits, gifts, cards, texts, emails, phone calls, delicious food and desserts covered us with
God's Love and we are very grateful. We are blessed to be in the GVBC Family !  Blessings and Love,
Wynne Yonamine

Guido &
Jenna
Schmid

Andrew &
Bethany Ioan



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a
prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing
missions work. Please join us for prayer. Information on
our missionaries and mission projects will be provided.
For any questions please contact Linda Hayashi through
the church office. Open to all.

Re|Engage
Starts Friday, March 18, 7:00 — 8:45 p.m., for 13-weeks
until June 10 (no meeting on March 25, Good Friday).
Open to all married couples. Here is the format we’ll be
using:
 7:00-7:30pm – large group teaching / testimony
 7:30-8:45pm – small group sharing / discussion
There will be about 5 couples in each small group,
including a mentor couple who will lead the group. The
curriculum will include topics of love and brokenness,
grace and humility, communication and conflict, and much
more. If you are interested in being a part of Re|Engage,
please contact Pastor Daniel Matsuda at
Daniel@gvbc.net or call him at the church office, ext. 681.

WORK DAY
Saturday, March 26, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts. We’ll be decorating for Easter Sunday
services. No experience needed. Come when you can,
leave when you must [NOTE: No April 2 Work Day].

FOLLOWING CHRIST TODAY
Sundays starting April 3, 10:45 a.m., Room 218. This is a
new adult class, Following Christ Today, taught by Ron
Matsuda. This class will cover 30 essential lessons
dealing with some critical truths related to following Jesus
which the Lord has taught Ron over the past 55 years and
which he would like to pass on to you. Whether you are a
brand new Christian or have been a Christian for many
years, you will gain valuable, life-changing insights from
this class. Registration fliers are available on the Narthex
counter with a list of the 30 lessons to be covered over a
61-week period.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, April 9, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 5

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 8

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 30 Memorial Day Federal Holiday
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INSPIRING HYMNS AND HERITAGE
TOUR OF ENGLAND Sponsored by JEMS
June 1 – 10. Visit places where hymn writers lived and
were inspired to pen hymns proclaiming rich and dynamic
biblical truths. Learn hymn writers’ history and have
opportunities to listen during recitals and evensong at
various chapels and cathedrals. Visit famous landmarks:
Buckingham Palace, Westminster Abbey,  St. Paul’s
Cathedral, Big Ben and the Tower of London. Tour price:
$4,495 per person, double occupancy, payment due
March 26. More info at www.JEMS.org.

FATHER’S DAY
Sunday, June 19

JCI CARNIVAL
Friday, June 24 to Sunday, June 26

HIGH SCHOOL LONG BEACH MISSION TRIP
Saturday, June 25 to Friday, July 1.

GVBC 2016 WOMEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, June 25 to Sunday, June 26 at BIOLA
University, La Mirada. SAVE the date!  More info to follow.

JEMS SPECIAL CAMP: MALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
JEMS Special Camp runs from Sunday, June 26 to
Saturday, July 2 at the Monte Vista Christian School in
Watsonville, CA. JEMS Special Camp needs male
volunteers to minister specifically to male individuals with
developmental disabilities and reaching out to the
disabled with the love of Jesus. No experience needed.
Volunteers may be called upon to assist with toileting,
bathing, dressing, and feeding. For more info or to register
go to their website at www.jemsspecialcamp.org. For
questions you can email them at
director@jemsspecialcamp.org. DEADLINE: Saturday,
April 9.

JEMS MT. HERMAN FAMILY CAMP
Saturday, June 26 to Saturday, July 2. The camp includes
families, couples, and career singles (both English and
Japanese-speaking) The family/main/Nichigo camp
registration is on line at http://www.mounthermon.org/
jems.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, July 4 Independence Day Federal Holiday

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
Monday, July 11 to Friday July 15

MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25,
Victory Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age
and up. This is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support
and teaching plus lots of fun during your free time. Save
the date. More info to follow.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, April 6 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.”
Hard copies available in the Narthex and the back of the Community Hall.
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, April 3.

Announcements

Scholarships for Success
Christian Community Credit Union is awarding $65,000 in multi-year scholarships!

The Christian Community Credit Union’s multi-year “Scholarships for Success” program is awarding scholarships to
qualified students who are members of the Credit Union with an active checking account, attending a college, university,
or seminary for the 2016-2017 academic year, and enrolling (per semester/quarter) with 12 units or more for
Undergraduate students; six units or more for Graduate students.

For more information about the Scholarships for Success program, please visit the website at: myCCCU.com/
scholarship.

DEADLINE: Scholarship applications are due by March 31, 2016.

You can download scholarship applications at: myCCCU.COM/promotescholarship.

For more info or questions call 800-347-CCCU (2228) or email: info@mycccu.com.

2016 GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 12, 2016
Rio Hondo Golf Club in Downey
12:00 PM Shotgun start
Save the date! Proceeds will benefit GVBC’s seminarians and Friday
Food Ministry — providing meals for disadvantaged and homeless.
Registration forms will be coming later.

Easter Flower Donations
We are receiving donations for Easter flowers “In Memory of” or “In Honor
of” your loved one(s). These names will be listed in the Spirit newsletter
and the Easter Worship bulletin.

Please fill out the information on the flyer on the Narthex counter.
Suggested amount is $8 per flower (checks payable to GVBC, memo line:
Easter flowers). Place in the offering bag or give to Jan in the office.

Donations for Easter Flowers go toward decorating our facilities and do not
guarantee receiving any flowers. After the second Easter service, you may
take flowers if they are available.

For questions, call Jan in the church office at (310) 323-5683, ext. 0

Thank you!

Deadline: Sunday, March 20, 2016
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adults
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

Worship Schedule
English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School concurrent
Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Holy Week Series:  What Story Will You Tell

SUNDAY, MARCH 20/PALM SUNDAY
Both services in the Community Hall/Hula Performs
Pastor James Chang ~ A Woman’s Story

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
Potluck & service in the Community Hall
Pastors Daniel Matsuda & Annette Kakimoto
Peter’s Story

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
7:00 to 8:00 p.m., Community Hall
Layne Wakuta & Lee Matsunami
Jesus’ Story: His Seven Last Words

SUNDAY, MARCH 27/EASTER SUNDAY
8:45 & 11:00 a.m., both services in the Community Hall
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Mary & the Chief Priest’s Story


